
Taking Responsibility
For Our Environment

We all have a responsibility 
for the future of our planet.

www.tepe.com

ISO 14 001 Certified to international standards  
on environmental management.

TePe’s commitment to oral health 

As you would expect from our Scandinavian heritage, 
we take our impact on the environment very seriously.

Questions and answers

1. Are TePe products recyclable?

The plastic from our IDB and toothbrush handles is 
recyclable, but they cannot be recycled in this country 
as current recycling facilities in the UK are unable to 
separate products that are constructed from different 
material compounds. They should be disposed of 
responsibly in appropriate waste bins (NOT flushed 
down the loo!) Our packaging (bags, blister packs etc) 
is recyclable.

2. Are TePe products degradable?

Our products are degradable, but not to the levels that 
are adequate for the environment. We are working 
with the leading manufacturers in the world, but there 
is currently no “off-the-shelf” solution. Hopefully 
technology in this area will improve soon.

3. Are TePe products sustainable?

We consider all elements of sustainability when 
sourcing raw materials, manufacturing and 
transporting goods.   

4. What is TePe doing about reducing its 
packaging and unnecessary use of plastic?

We are certified to ISO 14 001, which is an international 
standard that requires us to have a process to plan, 
implement, monitor and continuously improve our 
environmental work. We are reviewing our materials 
usage and our environmental footprint regularly.

5. Has TePe considered having replaceable heads 
for it’s IDBs? Won’t that use less plastic?

We used to have replaceable heads on our handles 
but discontinued them for reasons of dexterity of our 
customers, who were struggling with small parts.

6. How should we advise our patients?

Plastic is still the safest and most hygienic material for 
many healthcare products. Patients should continue 
to follow their oral health routine and ideally clean 
interdentally, but they should be encouraged to 
dispose of products responsibly.  

TePe is committed to launching products from 
sustainable materials in the near future – always with 
hygiene, quality and function as the first priority.

For more information please call 01749 608800.
Eklund House, 6 Cathedral Avenue, Wells, Somerset, BA5 1FD.

1965

Our heritage is in the creation of wooden dental sticks, 
which was born from the collaboration with the School 
of Dentistry in Malmo and Henning Eklund, then a 
wood-carver. They developed a triangular dental stick 
to fit the natural shape of the interdental space. 

1973

We manufactured our first toothbrush which quickly 
became the fastest selling toothbrush in Sweden.

1993

Interdental Brushes were introduced to our range.

2015

TePe EasyPick™ was launched, for interdental 
cleaning on-the-go.

TePe’s commitment to the environment

As a forward thinking, responsible company, and 
as part of our commitment to ISO 14 001 we are 
constantly striving to improve as part of our strategic 
commitment to the environment. 

In our strategy we review our carbon footprint, our 
materials and methods of production. We have been 
sourcing sustainable materials for some time and 
evaluating the effect of these materials on the quality 
and efficacy of our products.  

TePe is commited to launching new products when 
they meet our stringent high quality standards. 

We use plastic for our products because it is a 
safe, hygienic material, used widely throughout the 
healthcare industry. Whilst it remains the safest and 
most hygienic material for our oral hygiene products, 
we all have a responsibility to ensure that plastic is 
disposed of responsibly in appropriate waste bins.



Explaining plastics jargon

 Recyclable

• Converts waste materials into new useful products

• We recycle waste plastic from production in our factory

•  The plastic from our IDB and toothbrush handles is 
recyclable, but they cannot be recycled in this country 
as recycling facilities are unable to cope with combined 
materials. The packaging is recyclable

 Degradable

•  Bacteria, funghi or other biological means are used in 
the disintegration of materials

•  Conventional plastics do not biodegrade in a way that 
is kind to the environment. Particles still exist and make 
their way into the food chain

•  Our products are degradable, but not to a level that  
is adequate to the environment, so they need to  
be recycled

 Renewable / Bio-based  

•  Made from renewable or reproducible bio-based 
sources such as plant based products (eg sugar cane)

•  One of three categories grouped as bioplastics. Some 
blends of bioplastics are compostable

•  Our products are not currently made from bioplastics 
but we are committed to using them in the near future

 Sustainable

•  To be described as sustainable, a plastic has to be:  
1. Environmentally sustainable; 2. Economically 
sustainable; 3.  Socially sustainable

•  We consider all of these elements when searching 
for raw materials, and are committed to launching 
products from sustainable materials in the near future

Our corporate social responsibility policy

Energy consumption and the environment

•  100% of our electricity usage in Sweden and the UK 
is from renewable sources including wind and hydro  
– ‘green energy’

•  We have heat exchange units in our offices which 
reduces our energy consumption

•  We recycle waste plastic from our production process, 
for products and packaging

•  We manage rainwater flow into local rivers

•  In addition, on a sunny day we can produce all our 
toothbrushes from the solar energy we produce. We 
have solar panels on our office and warehouse in the 
UK, and are the largest solar power plant in Malmö!

Product Materials Single use? Recyclable? Notes

IDBs Polypropylene No Yes (handle and packaging) Dispose of responsibly

Toothbrushes Polypropylene No Yes (handle and packaging) Dispose of responsibly

EasyPick™ Plastic / silicone 
compound Yes No (pick). Yes (carry case  

and packaging) Dispose of responsibly

Miniflosser Polypropylene No Yes (handle and packaging) Dispose of responsibly

Are TePe products recyclable?

Suppliers

•  We actively work with suppliers who have an 
environmental policy and clear code of conduct 
towards human rights and corruption

•  We have a clear policy to consider our impact on the 
environment when purchasing raw materials, eg using 
recycled paper, water based printing inks

Employees

•  As a privately-owned business, we strive to keep the 
culture of belonging and sense of responsibility to each 
other as we grow

•  We provide a safe and dynamic working environment, 
encouraging diversity and equality 

Quality

•  TePe has an ongoing dialogue with the dental 
profession to continuously develop and improve our 
functional, high-quality products

•  We have stringent quality controls in our factory

The full CSR policy is available to read on our website:

www.tepe.com/uk/about-us/sustainability

Our Vision
Our brand values are health, knowledge 
and sustainable quality. Whilst harnessing 
our sustainability ambitions we aim to 
provide Healthy Teeth for Life.

Head office: The largest solar power plant in Malmö


