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Showcasing the best

In every profession there comes 
a time in the year when the very 
best gather together to network, 
catch-up and find out what’s been 
going on in their field. BDIA Dental 
Showcase is the place for this 
annual convergence in dentistry and 
last month’s event offered attendees 
the very best in innovation and 
education. 

London’s ExCeL Centre was the 
venue for this year’s Showcase 
which saw over 10,000 dental 
professionals travel to London from 
around the country to engage with 

thought-provoking points about 
the nature of risk within dentistry 
when compared with the aviation 
industry. 

A selection of presentations 
specifically targeted towards 
helping foundation dentists start 
their careers on the right foot also 
took place, with lectures such as 
‘Starting your CPD journey’ and 
‘Building and maintaining skills 
during your FD year’ taking place 
in the flagship Future Experience 
Theatre. Diverse topics were 
covered by the many lectures, 
talks and hands-on workshops 
throughout the three days of 
Showcase, but that was by no 
means all that went on. 

BDIA Dental Showcase is first 
and foremost a trade show, an 
opportunity for dentists to see 
the very latest and best that the 
dental industry has to offer the 
profession. Exhibitors pulled out 
the stops this year to turn the hall 
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an impressive educational line-up, 
hundreds of on-stand exhibitors 
and a fun-filled social programme. 
The event was a great success, 
and those who attended reported 
feeling reinvigorated to practise 
their very best dentistry with the 
application of fresh ideas and new 
technologies. 

Showcase is an event of many 
parts which, taken together, 
coalesce into an impressive 
whole. The educational line-up 
available to attendees is the aspect 
of the event which underpins its 
innovative nature, and 2018’s 
programme did not disappoint. 
On Thursday, the Dental Update 
Theatre welcomed the annual 
return of Dental Update Study Day, 
a series of lectures curated and 
chaired by Professor Trevor Burke. 
The lectures keynote presentation 
from Steve Hawkins, BA’s chief 
training pilot, entitled ‘Lessons 
from the flight deck’ made some 
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into a dental wonderland filled to 
the rafters with colourful stands, 
exclusive deals and new products. 
Particularly impressive were stands 
from Boutique Whitening and TePe, 
which featured a cave-man theme 
complete with a gigantic T-rex, 

and a hull-like wooden casing 
respectively. The dental industry, 
as always, decided to launch a 
range of products at Showcase this 
year. From Software of Excellence, 
a Henry Schein Company, came 
the release of updated practice 

management software Exact V13 
which allows patients to interact 
with their dental practice via their 
smartphone. A new patient portal 
which includes facilities such as 
online booking and pre-appointment 
check-in is just one feature that 
allows, among a range of other 
capabilities, for the taking of online 
payment and the automation of 
many mundane administrative tasks. 
TePe also unveiled its brand new 
Good range, the UK’s first bio-based 
plastic toothbrush. The product is 
made entirely of sugar cane and 
castor oil and is manufactured in 
Malmö, Sweden using 100 per cent 
green energy. Using renewable raw 
materials for construction means that 
95 per cent of the carbon dioxide 
emissions of the production process 
are recirculated, allowing consumers 
to not worry about the ecological 
impact of their toothbrush. These 
were just two of a number of product 
releases at Showcase, which also 
included a new, larger capacity Little 
Sister autoclave from Eschmann and 
a new Osstell Beacon to monitor 
implant stability from W&H.

Dentistry is an innovative 
profession, but it is also a politicised 
one. The chief dental officer (CDO) 
for England, Sara Hurley, was in 
attendance through all three days 
of Showcase and hosted a number 
of talks which updated delegates on 
the state of the new dental contracts, 
NHS reform, digital transformation 
and other important issues. Sara’s 
updates made a welcome return to 
Showcase, as did the successful CDO 
Zone where Showcase attendees 
could voice their concerns personally 
to Sara or her team.

Showcase also offered visitors the 
chance to unwind and network. 
Numerous social activities and award 
ceremonies completed the Showcase 
roster of events, with the glamorous 
Sunborn super-yacht hosting the 
black-tie FD Ball on Thursday 
night and the charity Boat Bash on 
Saturday. 

All in all, BDIA Dental Showcase 
2018 was a stellar event which 
brought the dental profession and 
industry together under one roof for 
three days of education, innovation 
and celebration.


